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SUB J : GABON CUTS AIR SERVICE WITH BENIN 

SUMMARY: GABONESE GOVERNMENT HAS NOTIFIED BENIN OF ITS DECISION 
TO REFUSE LANDING RIGHTS TO ALL PASSENGER, FREIGHT, AND MAIL 
FLIGHTS TO OR FROM BENINESE TERRITORY AS OF 2259Z JUNE 20 
UNLESS RECIPROCAL AIR RIGHTS NEGOTIATED WITH AIR GABON. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . GABONESE GOVERNMENT HAS NOTIFIED GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF BENIN (GPRB) THAT IT HAS CANCELLED LANDING RIGHTS 
FOR ALL PLANES STOPPING IN BENIN. FOLLOWING IS TRANSLATED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 COTONO 01048 231351Z 

TEXT OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED BY BENINESE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION 
JUNE 20: 

2. "FOLLOWING YOUR INDIFFERENCE TO OUR REQUESTS FOR NEGOTIATION 
OF AIR RIGHTS WITH YOUR COUNTRY WE HAVE HONOR TO MAKE 

KNOWN TO YOU OUR DECISION TO REFUSE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE LANDING 
RIGHTS ALL PASSENGER, FREIGHT/MAIL FLIGHTS, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, 
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FROM OR TO BENINESE TERRITORY. THIS PROVOSION IS APPLICABLE IN 
ALL GABONESE AIRPORTS TODAY AS OF 2259 UNIVERSAL TIME. GRATEFUL 
YOU ADVISE AIR LINES DESIGNATED BY YOUR AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO 
DEAL WITH ALTERED CIRCUMSTANCES. DISTINGUISHED SALUTATIONS. 

J. ETOUGHE, SGAC GABON." 

3. ALTHOUGH CIV AIR DIRECTOR TOLD EMBOFF THAT FIRST SENTENCE OF 
TELEGRAM WAS A FABRICATION TO COVER GABON'S POLITICAL INTENTIONS. 
AIR AFRIQUE DIRECTOR TOLD US GABON FOR SEVERAL MONTHS HAS BEEN 
SEEKING NEW AGREEMENTS GRANTING LANDING RIGHTS TO GABONESE 
NATIONAL AIRLINE. SINCE. FOR POLITICAL REASONS, PRESIDENT 
KEREKOU IS NOT ON SPEAKING TERMS WITH "SINISTER IMPERIALIST 
STOOGE EL-HADJ ALBERT BERNARD BONGO," NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOT 
TAKEN PLACE. THUS GABON IS DENYING BENIN TRAFFIC LANDING RIGHTS 
UNTIL AIR GABON STATUS IS NEGOTIATED WITH GPRB. GIVEN THE 
VITROLIC ANTI-BONGO PROPAGANDA APPEARING DAILY IN THE SEMI- 
OFFICIAL EHUZU, NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE DIFFICULT. AIR AFRIQUE 
DIRECTOR MOMENTARILY EXPECTS PAN AMERICAN TO CONFIRM DECISION TO 
DROP COTONOU PERMANENTLY FROM ITS ITINERARY. PAN AM 186 AND 187 
OVERFLEW BENIN JUNE 21 AND 22. AS SOON AS CONFIRMATION RECEIVED, 
WILL NOTIFY DEPARTMENT SINCE IT WILL ALTER NORMAL POUCH AND 
TRAVEL CONNECTIONS WITH POST. THOMPSON 
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